
National Report Shows Immunization  
Rates on the Rise in Kansas 
 
More Kansas children are being immunized according to a national report recently re-
leased by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The latest data from 
the National Immunization Survey (NIS) shows Kansas immunization rates have im-
proved for the third consecutive year.  
 
Immunization rates for 2004 for the 4:3:1 series (four doses of DTaP - Diphtheria, Teta-
nus, and Pertussis; three doses of polio vaccine, and one dose measles-mumps-rubella 
vaccine) have increased to 80.6 percent, up from 78.1 percent in 2003, and up from 74 
percent in 2002. This is a nearly 9 percent increase in rates and resulted in approxi-
mately 5,700 more children being immunized in Kansas in 2004 than in 2002 for the 
4:3:1 series.  
 
Rates for 2004 for the 4:3:1:3:3 series (includes 4:3:1 vaccines plus Hepatitis B and 
Haemophilus influenzae type b) have increased to 77.5 percent, up from 66.8 percent in 
2002. This marks a 16 percent increase and resulted in approximately 9,500 more chil-
dren being immunized in 2004 than in 2002 for the 4:3:1:3:3 series. Immunization rates 
nationally are also steadily improving. The NIS data reflects rates for children ages 19 to 
35 months. 
 
“Improving immunization rates has been a 
priority for my administration and I’m 
pleased to see this latest data showing 
Kansas immunization rates are on the 
rise,” said Governor Kathleen Sebelius. 
“This means more Kansas children are 
protected from vaccine-preventable illnesses and therefore, we are taking the neces-
sary steps to be a healthy Kansas.”  
 
KDHE has made numerous changes in its Immunizations Program since 2002, includ-
ing implementing several of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Task Force Recommendations. 
The task force was formed to study how we do things in Kansas, to define the problems 
and to recommend ways to correct them. 
 
“Kansas has taken an aggressive approach to ensure immunization rates improve,” said 
KDHE Secretary Roderick L. Bremby. “We realize the full impact of the steps Kansas 
has taken in the past two years may not be reflected in the annual data for a few more 
years, but we are certainly encouraged by the continued rise in rates and will work to-
ward additional improvements.” 
 
 
-Continued- 
 

http://jr2965650/kdhedev/immunize/index.html


"As a doctor it was always difficult to see children struggling with an illness that could 
have been prevented through vaccination,” said Howard Rodenberg, M.D., M.P.H., di-
rector of KDHE’s Division of Health. “That’s why KDHE is taking steps to make it easier 
for families seeking vaccinations to get their children immunized. More children will be 
protected from potentially devastating illnesses.” 
 
Kansas has taken the following strategic actions since 2002 aimed at increasing the 
state’s immunization rates: 

• In 2002 - 2003 KDHE conducted a 10 county pilot project called Immunize and 
Win a Prize which was aimed at Medicaid children and successfully resulted in 
increased immunization rates in every county, some increases as high as 55 
percent.  

• In the fall of 2004, KDHE expanded the Immunize and Win a Prize program 
statewide to provide an incentive for parents to ensure their child is fully immu-
nized, and to assist those families struggling with financial issues surrounding 
immunizations. The program allows any Kansas child who sees a Vaccine for 
Children provider to receive prizes from their physician following completion of 
each vaccination.  

• In 2004, KDHE required Hepatitis B and varicella (chicken pox) vaccine for 
school entry,  

• In 2005, KDHE recommended the accelerated immunization schedule for DTaP 
(Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis) to ensure more children complete the series 
by allowing children to receive the fourth DTaP dose at 12 months, rather than 
15-18 months,  

• KDHE has been receiving assistance from the WIC program regarding immuni-
zation status of children in the program,  

• and KDHE is currently implementing a statewide immunization registry, a central-
ized database of immunization records, to ensure parents and health care pro-
viders know their child’s immunization schedule so their child can be fully immu-
nized.  
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